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Aims of the study 

1.  To explore how interdisciplinarity is presented, defined and 
managed by the main research funding organisations in the 28 
EU member countries represented within INTREPID 

 
2.  To search for information produced by these funding 

organisations about: 
•  the promotion and funding of interdisciplinary research 
•  guidance on the peer review processes that these agencies adopt for 

interdisciplinary research proposals 



Method • 42 documents from 14 countries collected in response to email 
request to Management Committee members 
•  Initial sift to try to ensure comparability of documents and data fit 

to research questions 
• Strategic documents selected with focus on 
•  issue of interdisciplinarity (rather than examples of funded research 

projects) 
•  guidelines on application for, and assessment of, funding 

• Additionally, four Management Committee teams prepared reports 
summarising funding schemes in their countries (Ireland, Portugal, 
Spain, Denmark) 



Four guiding analytical questions 

1. Is ID mentioned in the policy documents?  
2. What is the definition of ID (if any)?  
3. Is there a separate area/scientific field called ID in 

national funding agencies to which applicants 
submit research proposals?  

4. Is there specific guidance on peer review?  



Q1 Mentions of interdisciplinarity 

23 out of 26 of documents included in this analysis mention the 
term ‘interdisciplinarity’ 
  

Ø the terms ‘transdisciplinarity’, ‘cross-disciplinarity’ and ‘multidisciplinarity’ 
also mentioned, sometimes interchangeably with interdisciplinarity 

Ø no clear differentiation of these terms  



Q2 Definition of interdisciplinarity 

Only 4 (15%) documents include explicit definition of the term 
interdisciplinarity or the conditions that have to be met in order for 
the project to qualify as interdisciplinary 
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Sample definitions 1 

•  “The term ‘interdisciplinarity’ is generally used to describe the situation 
in which representatives of different disciplines work together on 
research.” (Germany) 
•  " An application is considered as interdisciplinary if the following three 

requirements are cumulatively met: (1) The research topic includes two 
or more scientific disciplines. (2) The research requires reciprocal 
interaction between two or more disciplines. (3) The scientific approach 
of the project entails that all disciplines involved make reference to 
shared theoretical concepts and methods or jointly engage in developing 
concepts and methods.” (Switzerland) 



Sample definitions 2 

•  "The panels are also evaluating interdisciplinary research (crossing 
subject boundaries) and transdisciplinary research (bridging 
research and societal boundaries).” (Sweden) 
•  “Interdisciplinarity is concerned with the study of a research topic 

within multiple disciplines, and with the transfer of methods from 
one discipline to another. The research topic integrates different 
disciplinary approaches and methods.” (Finland) 



Q3 Interdisciplinarity as separate field 

• 81% of the documents did not distinguish a specific field called 
‘interdisciplinarity’ in their funding schemes 
•  This does not mean that ID projects are not funded. For example 

they might be: 
•  Separate cross-council calls for ID projects; 
•  The projects funded within the disciplinary areas have a strong (and often 

encouraged) ID dimension. 



Interdisciplinarity used in three contexts 

1.  Interdisciplinarity as a way to enhance the quality 
of research 

2.  Interdisciplinarity as a way to tackle the challenges 
of the modern world 

3.  Interdisciplinarity as a way to enhance innovation 
or break-through research 



Q4 Guidance on application and peer review 

• Criteria and guidance for managing and assessing interdisciplinary 
research projects are quite sparse in the documents examined  
• Where guidelines are issued (38% of documents), generally limited 

to recommendations about: 
•  composition of the assessment panel  
•  measures to ensure sufficient reviewer expertise  



Analysis highlights 

•  42 documents collected and 26 documents analysed  
•  Documents come from 14 European countries 
•  23 (88%) of the documents mention ‘interdisciplinarity’ 
•  4 (15%) have an explicit definition of interdisciplinarity 
•  ID mentioned in the following contexts:  

- enhancement of quality of research, 
- promotion of innovativeness,  
-  tackling “wicked problems” of modernity 

•  10 (38%) include guidance on assessment of interdisciplinary projects 


